ESCOP Chair’s Advisory Committee

Conference Call Notes

June 6, 2005

4pm - Eastern

Attendees:  D.C. Coston, Eric Young, Tom Fretz, Daryl Lund, Mike Harrington, Jerry Arkin, Sam Donaldson, Al Parks, LeRoy Daugherty and Donna Pearce 

	6/6/05 ASSIGNMENTS

	Al
	Send Workshop announcement to Donna to post on ESCOP website 
	

	D.C. 
	Contact Ed Knipling and Gary Cunningham about appointing National Plant Germplasm Coordinating Committee
	

	Mike
	Contact Scott Angle to see if he will continue on as the ESCOP Policy Board Representative
	Done

	Tom
	Draft a letter to ESCOP from the Task Force
	

	
	Draft a letter from ESCOP to Kirklyn Kerr asking the Policy Board to take steps to begin discussions with CSREES on behalf of D.C. 


	

	Eric
	Adjust the 2005 Summer ESCOP Meeting agenda and email out to group later in the week
	Done

	
	Put Joint Cops  “Hot Topics” as an agenda item on the July CAC call
	Done

	
	Email Science and Tech letters to group for feed back 
	Done


	5/2/05 ASSIGNMENTS

	Tom
	Draft tentative charge for the National Germplasm Coordinating Committee on behalf of D.C. to send out to the group
	Done

	Eric
	Draft response letter to Ed Knipling on behalf of D.C. acknowledging receipt of letter

 
	Done

	
	Help Tom Fretz write tentative charge for the National Germplasm Coordinating Committee
	Done

	
	Eric will confirm cost of ESCOP Nat. C-FAR membership and solicit email vote from Exec Committee

	Done


1. Germplasm Task Force – Tom Fretz

· Ready to conclude and disband the Task Force
· Put together a One-Pager on possible charge for “National Plant Germplasm Coordinating Committee”
· D.C. needs to talk to Ed Knipling and Gary Cunningham about deciding how big the committee needs to be, what sort of members it should have, is the draft charge about right, and how to get it operating
· Tom will draft a letter to ESCOP from the Task Force on behalf of D.C. to transmit the final report 

· Discuss on July CAC call what the formal makeup of the NPGCC should be

· 2 – 3 people from each region should serve on the committee

· Needs to be a 3-way partnership between SAES, ARS, and CSREES, all with voting members

· Possible a stakeholder rep

· At least one member that directs a regional germplasm repository

2. Formula Funds Task Force update – Tom Fretz

· Met face to face in Washington June 2-3

· Will meet with Deputy Secretary Connor to discuss FF with him – we have three weeks to make something happen on our ’07 budget before it goes behind the curtain

· Department is weighing four possible options

· Staying the course set by President’s budget proposal

· Repeat FY06 budget with 50% reduction in FY07 and 100% in FY08 

· Work with the system to develop some alternatives to traditional FF

· Leave Formula Funds at their current level

· Tom will draft a letter from ESCOP to Kirklyn Kerr asking the Policy Board to take steps to begin discussions with CSREES on behalf of D.C. 

3. Joint COPs Proposed Agenda – D.C. Coston
· Possible “Hot Topics” during All COPs session

· Germplasm Task Force
· Formula Funds Task Force
· Put “Hot Topics” as an agenda item on the July CAC call
4. ESCOP meeting Agenda – D.C. Coston and Eric Young

· Increase Germplasm Task Force time limit from 15 minutes to half an hour
· Increase Formula Funds Task Force time limit from 15 minutes to half an hour under the Joint ECOP/ESCOP Meeting
· Add Formula Funds Task Force to the ESCOP morning session 
· Change most liaison and regional reports to written only
· Eric will adjust agenda and email out to group later in the week  
5. Appoint a rep to ICOP – D.C. Coston 

· Put appoint a rep to ICOP on the July CAC call
6. 2005 SAES/ARD Workshop – Al Parks/Sam Donald 
· Budget must be covered by registration
· How do we handle the registration for special invited guest? Do we charge them?
· Registration is $300.00 for participant and $100.00 for guest/spouse
· Will use the same meeting general format as last year

· Dinner Monday evening will start at 7:00 pm/ no speaker

· FY’07 budget priorities should be on workshop or ESS agenda

· EDs will consider how best to do this and come back to CAC with recommendation

7. Standing Committee Reports:

Budget/Legislative Committee – Darrell Nelson/Daryl Lund

· No report

Communication and Marketing Committee – Jerry Arkin/Tom Fretz

· Tom has drafted a letter to D.C. with four recommendations that have come from the Communication and Marketing Committee that need to be considered

· CAC should recommend to the ESCOP Committee that the two BRT seminars be supported with $5,000 each now and have discussion at the ESS meeting about an additional $5000 each.

· Plans for these seminars are moving fast, but the Deans and Directors of research and extension have not approved supporting it

· CAC will take this question to ESCOP in July with recommendation we do $10,000 now ($5000 per seminar) and put it on ESS agenda to consider the remainder

· EDs should make sure their regions’ representatives to ESCOP understand what this is about and that they have information on the seminars to be prepared for the discussion at the ESCOP meeting

· Put under Communication and Marketing as a sub-item on the ESCOP agenda

Science and Technology Committee – Steve Pueppke/Eric Young

· Eric will email the original and revised letters to Colien from the Social Science Subcommittee regarding NRI funding to get feedback on whether or not the letter should come from ESCOP Chair

· Remainder of S&T report will be given during July CAC call

8.
Other Issues:

· Scott Angle will assume the Dean and Director position in Georgia; will he continue as the ESS Policy Board representative?

· Mike will check with Scott to see if he would like to continue as rep

· Due to the July 4th Holiday our next CAC call will take place on Wednesday, July 6 @10:00 am – Eastern time

